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Sentences and Sentence Fragments A
10a. A sentence is a word or word group that contains a subject and a verb and that expresses a
complete thought.
A sentence fragment is a group of words that looks like a sentence but that does not contain
both a subject and a verb or does not express a complete thought.
SENTENCE FRAGMENT Giving a speech about whales.
SENTENCE Lori will be giving a speech about whales.

EXERCISE A Decide whether each group of words is a sentence or a sentence fragment. Write S if the
group of words is a sentence or F if the group of words is a sentence fragment.
F
Examples ______
1. The whales identified by markings on their tails.
S
______
2. The whales were identified by the markings on their tails.
______ 1. Water supports the gigantic body of the whale.
______ 2. Unable to survive on land.
______ 3. A beached whale’s lungs may be crushed.
______ 4. Prevented by its tremendous weight.
______ 5. Blue whales are the largest mammals.
______ 6. The blue whale, which can weigh over 150 tons.
______ 7. Although some whales have simple teeth.
______ 8. Others have no teeth.
______ 9. The sievelike whalebone in the roof of their mouths.
______ 10. Straining krill from the water for food.

EXERCISE B Each item below shows a sentence fragment. On the line provided, show one way the
fragment can be corrected.
Example 1. A walk in the rain.

Let’s go for a walk in the rain.

11. After she spoke.
12. Her research on whales.
13. Seen from shore.
14. The girl in the boat.
15. Walking on the beach.
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Chapter 10: The Sentence, pp. 1-23
Choices: Exploring Sentences, p. 1
Choices activities are designed to extend and
enrich students’ understanding of grammar,
usage, and mechanics and to take learners
beyond traditional classroom instruction. To use
the Choices worksheet, have each student pick
an activity that interests him or her. In some
cases, you may wish to assign an activity to a
particular student or group of students. You
may also want to request that students get your
approval for the activities they choose. Establish
guidelines for what constitutes successful completion of an activity. Then, help students plan
how they will share their work with the rest of
the class.
Choices activities can be scored with a passfail grade or treated as bonus-point projects.
Those activities that require students to research
or create a certain number of items might be
graded in a traditional manner.
Sentences and Sentence Fragments A, p. 2
EXERCISE A

1.
2.
3.
4.

S
F
S

5. S
6. F
7. F

8. S
9. F
10. F

F
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EXERCISE B

Answers will vary. Sample responses are given.

11. She sat down after she spoke.
12. She spoke for thirty minutes about her
research on whales.
13. Seen from shore, a pod of whales is an
exciting sight.
14. The girl in the boat was close enough to
take pictures of the whales.
15. Walking on the beach, we talked about
other sea mammals.
Sentences and Sentence Fragments B, p. 3
F
S
F

Answers will vary. Sample responses are given.

11. Yesterday, a fortunate turn of events
brought a new friend into my life.
12. The cat sat at the window watching the rain
dripping from the edge of the roof.
13. The surprise birthday party guests waited
just inside the front door.
14. His remarkable hat, with a wide brim and a
pheasant feather in the hatband, signaled
the audience that he was the play’s hero.
15. How could any enemy invade the castle,
built with huge, gray stones?
Sentences and Sentence Fragments C, p. 4
EXERCISE A

1.
2.
3.
4.

S
F
F

5. S
6. F
7. F

8. S
9. F
10. S

F

EXERCISE B

Answers will vary. Sample responses are given.

11. At dawn, the mountains in the east began
to glow with faint colors.
12. The tumbleweed was tossed and turned by
the wind.
13. Because it’s snowing tonight, the skiing will
be wonderful tomorrow.
14. Whenever I see a sunset, I marvel at its
beauty.
15. The colorful tropical fish are more expensive than the freshwater fish.
Subjects and Predicates, p. 5
EXERCISE A

1. S
2. S

3. S
4. P

5. S

EXERCISE B

6. Roald Amundsen led the first successful
expedition to the South Pole in 1911.

EXERCISE A

1.
2.
3.
4.

EXERCISE B

5. S
6. F
7. S

8. S
9. F
10. S

7. The well-seasoned Amundsen was nearly
forty years old at the time.

S
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