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Subjects and Verbs A
10b. The subject tells whom or what the sentence is about.
10e. The simple predicate, or verb, is the main word or word group that tells something about the
subject.

10f. A compound subject consists of two or more subjects that are joined by a conjunction and that
have the same verb.

10g. A compound verb consists of two or more verbs that are joined by a conjunction and that have
the same subject.

EXERCISE A In each of the following sentences, underline the subject once and the verb twice.
Example 1. A calculator or an abacus will help you and will speed your calculations.

1. Have you or one of your friends ever used an abacus?
2. The abacus is an ancient arithmetic tool and consists of a frame with vertical wires or slots.
3. Beads or balls may be moved up or down in the slots in various combinations.
4. In this way, the user quickly performs calculations such as addition and subtraction.
5. You and your friends can easily find more information about the abacus on the Internet.

EXERCISE B Combine each pair of sentences to create one sentence. Write the new sentence on the line
provided. Then, underline the subject once and the verb twice. When you create a sentence with a
compound subject, you may need to change the verb, too.
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Example 1. Volleyball is a popular sport at my school. Football is also popular.
Volleyball and football are popular sports at my school.

6. Basketball can give you a good cardiovascular workout. Track can do so, too.

7. Blue is our school color. Gold is our other school color.

8. When will you practice your trumpet? When will you finish your homework?

9. Will you go to the game with Sandra’s family? Will Bernard go with Sandra’s family?

10. Members of the yearbook staff take photographs at every game. Journalists on the newspaper
staff take photographs at every game.
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18. Will you and Suzi wash up and set the table
before dinner?
19. Each student researches and composes a
paper on a topic of his or her choice.
20. The ball bounced twice and then rolled
toward the end zone.
Compound Subjects and Verbs, p. 12
EXERCISE A

CS

1. Peanuts and soybeans are the two
most important sources of vegetable oil.

CV

2. The U.S. scientist George
Washington Carver researched the

CS

an abacus?

2. The abacus is an ancient arithmetic tool and
consists of a frame with vertical wires or
slots.

3. Beads or balls may be moved up or down
in the slots in various combinations.

4. In this way, the user quickly performs calculations such as addition and subtraction.

5. You and your friends can easily find more

hundred uses for it.

Internet.

3. Aren’t China and India the two

4. Peanut plants are native to South

EXERCISE B

Answers may vary. Typical responses are given.

6. Basketball and track can give you a good
cardiovascular workout.

America and belong to the pea

7. Blue and gold are our school colors.

family.

8. When will you practice your trumpet and

5. Does your family ever make oldfashioned peanut butter or buy it at
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1. Have you or one of your friends ever used

information about the abacus on the

world today?

CV

EXERCISE A

peanut and found more than three

major producers of peanuts in the
CV

Subjects and Verbs A, p. 13

the supermarket?
EXERCISE B

Answers may vary. Typical responses are given.

6. The private eye ducked behind the bookcase and listened to the suspects’ argument.
7. The birdbath and the small, wooden birdfeeder attract many birds.
8. The plumber fixed the pipe beneath the
sink and checked the water pressure.
9. The plane lifted off and soared quickly out
of sight.
10. Tweedledum and Tweedledee are characters created by Lewis Carroll.

finish your homework?

9. Will you or Bernard go to the game with
Sandra’s family?

10. Members of the yearbook staff and journalists on the newspaper staff take photographs at every game.
Subjects and Verbs B, p. 14
EXERCISE

CS

1. Have you or Kimberly found your
tap shoes yet?

CS, CV 2. Alec or James will wash and dry
the dishes after dinner tonight.
CS

3. In my school, both the Spanish club
and the German club have at least
twenty members.
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